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Dedicated to
Late Shri. Pralhad P Chhabria

Founder Chairman, Finolex Group of Companies
Founder President, Hope Foundation and Research Centre

(12 March 1930 - 05 May 2016)



President’s
Message

As an educationist 1 have come to realise

Hello!

that it is important that we nurture our ﬁttwe
generation to comprehend and internalise, ‘what matters
n ﬁfe is not how [ong one has lived; but how well one has lived.’ They need to grow
not just [ineav[y but vadia”y like a Banyan tree, Veach'mg out to experience
everything that [ife has to oﬂér. This means that they should be encouvaged to push
the boundaries, look loeyond the academics and achieve dreams that seem distant.
The 2019 Dhruva Magazine 2.0 is inspired by this idea of ‘Horizon and Beyond'.

The Dhruva Magazine this year is a me[ange of creative expressions
featwed into fouv diﬁérent sections — Perspectives, The Next Step, Experiences,
Fiction Era and Excursions. The articles, poems, photographs in each segment are
aestheﬁca”y laid out; making e ¥ de[ightﬁd Veading. The Téte-a-Téte in the
magazine features, Padmashri Lila Poonawala, who is a dynamic and renowned
industrialist, philanthropist and humanitarian. A face to face interview with
Padma Vibhushan Dr. Jayant Narlikar, a person who inspired millions of young
minds in India is also fea’twed in this magazine.

] app[aud the Student Editorial Team that has worked so diﬁgenﬂy to put
together this year's magazine. Watch'mg our students become invested in projects
beyond classroom learning, reinforces our belief that we at 121T aren’t just fostering
students; but technocrats, successfu[ entrepreneurs, competent leaders, innovative
scientists and researchers for the futwre.

1 hope you enjoy Veading “Horizon & Beyond”.

-Aruna M Katara
President

Hope Foundation and Research Centre



Greetings!

Horizons imp[y dreams, ideas,
the craving fov adventure, trailb [azing paths
ahead... That is what this year’s Dhruva

Magazine 2.0 is all about — “Horizons & Beyond”.

The Dhruva Magazine is a p[atfovm fov our students to showcase their creative
talents — be it writing articles and poems, capturing beauﬂﬁd moments through
lenses or expressing themselves on canvases. This year, we have a diverse
collection which Vegqects the immense potenﬁaﬁty of our students’ creativity and
talent.

As the name suggests, “Horizon & Beyond” is about experiences,
imagination and viewpoints about a myriad of topics. Each of these has been
well laid out through the various sections in the magazine. “Perspective” is the
section that speaks about personal opinions on society, ﬁfe, failures and
relationships. ~ “The Next Step” contains articles, poems and visual
representations about careers, technology, humankind and destinations.
“Fiction”, as the name suggests, is a potpourri of imaginative and creative
presentations. “Excursions”, include ﬁrst-hand experiences, [ife—a[‘tering
encounters and travels to quaint p[aces. “Experiences”, what we learn ﬁom them.
The sections have been interspersed by interviews with Padmashri Ms Lila
Poonawala, the iconic businesswoman and phi[anthvopist and the world
renowned Astrophysicist, Padma Vibhushan Dr. Jayant Naralikar. All in all, 1
would say that this year’s Dhruva Magazine 2.0 is interesting and Ve[ishing.

] congratu[ate all the contributors and the editorial board for ’or'mging

out such a beauﬁﬁd magazine.

-Dr. Vaishali Patil
Principal
121%



Messages from
Student Editors

‘The joy of life comes from our encounters with new experiences, and
hence there is no greater joy than to have an endlessly changing
horizon, for each day to have a new and different sun.’

- Christopher McCandless
The second issue of the Dhruva Magazine invites you to steer your
gallant ship into the poignant ocean of words and art. Each word
penned, each stroke of the brush, each moment captured narrates the
story of the iridescent aspects of life. The accounts of wayfarers, the
haunted memories of terror, the essence of ‘Carpe Diem’ for new
beginnings, the endless boundaries of our imagination, attempts to
reach the horizon of one’s abilities and the solemnity of academia.
Let each piece engulf you into one beautiful journey after another.
| thank the entire Dhruva Editorial Team for the passion and support
they’ve shown towards bringing this magazine to life, the journey
towards which has been enlightening all along.
On behalf of Team DHRUVA, | wish you Happy Reading!

Yamini lyengar
Sr. Student Editor
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Mangesh Virdhe
Student Editor (Marathi)
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LEEI| Amit Kumar
Student Editor (Hindi)

“Horizons will not come to you; you must go to the horizons!”

— Mehmet Murat lldan
Expanding your horizons requires courage to abandon your comfort
zone and try something new, which can be difficult in a society where
most people like to follow the status quo. | encourage you all to try
something new and see how it makes you feel. These experiences can
often make you more mature and more prepared for the real world.
The second edition of the Dhruva Magazine will give you a take on
“Horizons and Beyond” from the eyes of the students. A different
perspective, an unusual experience, a thrilling excursion and most of all
what the next step should be. This edition is just a small glimpse of what
lies ahead and we hope that you enjoy the read. | want to thank the
entire Dhruva Editorial Team for their co-operation and support,
without which this would've been impossible.
Hoping we help you push your boundaries! Happy Reading!!

Hulasi Khinvasara
Student Editor (English)



Messages from
Designers
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Hope you will enjoy peeping through the 2" version of Dhruva Magazine.

Thank You!

Ajinkya Dharashive

Designer

Working with Dhruva Team was a great experience for me. As a team we
faced a lot of challenges -

> We needed to build the concept; as the topic "Horizon and Beyond" needed
vast imagination.

> Avoiding copywrite images and designs and using open source vectors and
images to keep away from plagiarism.

> Learning various tools for designing was a challenge for us. It was fun
learning those tools and making the designs.

>When the designs were all ready, arranging the flow was again a challenge.
All these challenges look small when you have a team that supports you and
works hand in hand. The Dhruva 2.0 is ready because, | had one.

I want to thank all Editors for their support and being such a great enthusiast
that this magazine is published.

| also want to thank my designing team ‘AAA’; Ajinkya and Akhilesh for their
support .

| thank Vaidehi ma'am for her support and mentoring which lead us to the
publishing of Dhruva 2.0.

Thank you all!

The title "Horizon And Beyond" is self-explanatory that it has no
restrictions over the design and layouts. It is not just taking pictures of Sun
setting at the horizon or a boat moving away from the shore towards the
never ending voyage of the ocean, but also the way each article or poemis
inclined towards the design to make it synchronous. No design is
self-satisfactory unless it is one of the best. And more time you spend
thinking over each design, you never stop re-creating them. It has been a
great deal to design this edition. Have fun reading it.

Archan Nagbhidkar

Designer



It was indeed a thrill to have been a part of the Triple A Designer team! The
countless hours of knocking heads together has brought out this
compilation you hold in your hands and we are indeed very proud of it. It
wouldn't have been possible without the support and guidance of the entire
Dhruva Editorial Board. We hope these pages take you on a contemporary
journey, and help you guide your ship towards the horizon and beyond.
Happy Reading!

Akhilesh Das

Designer

Special Thanks
Kirti Kumari
(For the Abstract Painting of Horizon And Beyond on Front Cover Page)

Ankit Kumar
(For digitizing the painting)
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Founder of the Lila Poonawalla
Foundation, one of the first woman
CEOs in India and o remarkable
industrialist. The person who is an
advisor to mamny corporations and is
also a director in many leading
industries. One would think that a
person of her stature would be difficult
to talk to, but, no. Not only is she
amiable, but very open and friendly.
Lila Poonawalla made us feel so
empowered and strong and that made

this téte-a-téte so interesting and
insightful.  The excerpts of the
wniteraction..

Dhruva Team: One of the first times when you
had 'broken barriers' was when you graduated
from the Mechanical Department of College of
Engineering, Pune and becoming the first
Woman Engineer to do so. How did you manage
the transition into the corporate world with the
same mindset of 'not sticking to the ordinary'?

Mrs. Poonawalla: | began my career at the shop
floor at that point in my life. After spending the
initial four to five years at the Trainee Engineer
post, | worked to rise to different positions till |
reached the top. Unlike the present time when all
want to begin a career at a higher position without
gaining experience at the grass root level. My
mindset was different, | insisted on doing my
apprenticeship at the shop floor. The experience |
gained was vital for moving up in my career.
Started with standard costing, then planning, then
drawing and design office, project management,
Executive assistant to MD, Export manager and
then to join general management. It was gradual
progress in my career graph until | stepped into the
corporate world of becoming a General Manager.
My advice to the younger generation is get
your basics right and you will find it easier to grow
in your career. The foundation has to be strong.
With my basics and the shop floor experience,
going into sales and marketing was easy-going. |

Téte-a-Téte
with
Lila Poonawalla

could convince the customer of the product
because | built the product myself. | was prepared
to answer any queries when | went to sell the
product as | knew everything about it — from
machining it to quality checkups. Even if the
customer insisted on early delivery, | could
persuade them that the process takes longer.
That's how | became a successful salesperson.
And until your basics are clear, moving up the
ladder, in my opinion, does not work. It's
superficial.

Dhruva Team: You've talked about jumping too
soon. There is a certain anxiety one feels in an
age like ours where we do jump forward
without much preparation. So, did you have the
same anxiety?

Mrs. Poonawalla: | never experienced any such any
anxiety. You, youngsters, are eager to start your
career at senior positions, your aim is to be at
senior positions. | would always want to achieve



one thing at a time. When | was an apprentice, my
immediate goal was to get confirmed. Once |
achieved it, it gave me a sense of fulfillment and a
reason to celebrate. The present generation has
forgotten to celebrate every small success in life.
Hence, they are more dejected and unhappier.
Each small success in life is a stepping stone to
bigger achievements. Learn to enjoy what you do,
let it be a unique learning experience.

Just because you are an Engineer does not

mean it qualifies you to get a good management job
with a fantastic salary. In case things don't turn out
the way you envisaged, there is no reason to be
dejected and feel miserable. Life is unpredictable.
Many times, you do not get what you expect. | was
a mechanical engineer but was told to take up
housekeeping. Yes, | was momentarily shocked,
but not anxious or miserable. | took it up as a
challenge; | did not have a choice then. It was then
that | learnt about gardening and the importance of
hygiene and cleanliness of the toilets and how it
reflects the image of a Company. It was during that
time that Alfa Laval got the best prize and
governance award for 3 consecutive years. That
was a sense of achievement for me. My learning in
that phase of life taught me lessons about what to
expect from each department of my Company
when | was the Managing Director.
You do not gain anything by being anxious and
worried it only gets you into a negative spiral. Learn
to take life as it comes and make the best of every
moment. Seek happiness in life and you will always
find it.

“Always Achieve One

Thing At A Time

99

Dhruva Team: How can a unique perspective
about any matter/notion stand out? Can you
share your experience?

Mrs. Poonawalla: Every task you take, you can
make it unique. | was appointed as an in-charge for
housekeeping, and | was mocked — ‘a Mechanical
Engineer is doing such a menial job!” However, |
found meaning and purpose in what | did and
brought about a transformation.

In those days, when | began my career as a
Managing Director, there were not many
computers. But | was adamant to learn it and
started by using the DOS system. Though it was
difficult and | could have got the work done through
someone else and, anyway, was to retire soon, |
wanted to learn. It gave me immense satisfaction
and a sense of achievement when | learnt
computers then.

All that | learnt then has helped me now, where |
am appointed as a member of the Board of
Directors on so many IT Companies. My advice to
you is: never let an opportunity to learn go wasted.
Grab it, make the most of it. Everything that you
have learnt in life is going to be useful to you
someday.

Dhruva Team: In the 2015 Young India Youth
Conclave, you said that education beyond
academics is very crucial when it comes to
students. What are those areas in which
students of the current generation are needed
to be educated?

Mrs. Poonawalla: For me, education is not just
earning a degree. Education is invoking values -
starting with ethics. Today’s generation should be
taught about values, ethics, relationships, and their
importance, your attitude, convincing your own
hearts about the right actions you must carry out.
You might show-off your great marks yet you may
do wrong things. So, ethical behaviour is
something that the young generation should learn.
We should respect everyone-parents, colleagues,
and friends. We should learn to empathize and not
just sympathize. Instead of feeling sorry for
someone, for something they couldnt do, help
them figure out why they couldn’t do it. Also, we
should not take things for granted and care for our
surroundings, instead of being obsessed with
self-development and self-achievement.



Dhruva Team: The 'Lila Poonawalla
Foundation' has been instrumental in
realizing the dreams of thousands of girls
and women by bestowing them with the gift of
Higher Education. What other initiatives are
taken by your Trust/Foundation for building
skills and confidence in these women?

Mrs. Poonawalla: Oh, there are plenty of initiatives!
We've got 23 trainers who train girls in different
fields such as leadership, body language, analysis of
situations and surroundings, proper thought
conveyance and many other types of skills. Along
with these, enlightening visits to factories,
establishments and attending workshops with the
actual corporate world are also conducted, as they
are ultimately going to enter that world.
Additionally, we organize a journey for a
few potential girl candidates to the UK, for a
three-week  wholesome  development and
sustainable leadership program. We do this to make
them good social leaders in their community. Every
year we take 24 girls. This year we'll be taking the 9th
batch. We just drop them there and come back. We
don't stay around because if we do, they won't be
natural. So, we drop them, begin the program and

later get them back. This is one of the very
interesting programs that we organize.

Dhruva Team: In one of the interviews, you
said that you wanted to become an air
hostess and travel a lot before you did
engineering. How do you think traveling to
different places helps us broaden our
horizons?

Mrs. Poonawalla: It depends on you how you
broaden your horizon. You can go to London as an
Indian and come back as the same person. But if you
go there, learn the culture of those people like what
are they good at, what can be learnt from them,
their discipline or some quality that can be
implemented. For me even educating two girls
makes a difference in those girls’ lives. While
traveling, you have to keep your mind open, see
what happens there, pick up some good habits and
understand their culture.

So, | like to go to new places because
there’s so much that you can learn. The folk culture,
the art, the fashion, all these things broaden the
outlook of life while traveling. So, yes, while | didn’t
become an air hostess, | still like to travel.




Dhruva Team: There are cases where the
dominant male presence in the workplace
creates troubles for many a woman trying to
make their own mark. How does one combat
against the cynical environment and bring
about a change at the same time?

Mrs. Poonawalla: Learn to ignore men who bother
you. Think that ‘I am in my job because of my
capacity, my capability. | shouldn’t be bothered
about what others say. | will work, do my job and
enhance my skills! To combat against the cynical
environment, young women need to have
self-confidence, their own conviction that ‘Yes, |
want to be a career-oriented person’and not blame
this world for not becoming one. Blaming others is
useless because they’re not interested in taking up
your responsibilities.

Be self-committed. If you're not committed
to your career then you'll find excuses. You should
be convinced about your own life and then go on to
convince the ones around you.

Dhruva Team: In your last visit to our college
you spoke on how FEAR and GREED can be
two controlling emotions. Can you elaborate
more about the roles of these two elements
in one’s life?

Mrs. Poonawalla: Fear comes because of the fear of
failing. If you do not have that fear of failing and you
have the mindset that every failure is a step towards
learning then, slowly, your fear will vanish. You'll be
able to manage it. Even if you have no idea of how to
handle a particular situation, give it a bit of time and
you'll see that things will start falling into place.
You'll start to think and analyze the situation and
your fear will fade away. That's the only way to
handle fear.

About greed, you have to be satisfied with
what you have. Always look at those who don’t have
what you have. Always look at the have-nots rather
than have-too-much. Greed will go away the
moment you learn to share with the people around
you. You have to feel the joy of giving small things.
You can even give a little time to listen to somebody
or empathize with them. It will surely bring you
happiness and your greed will automatically vanish.

Dhruva Team: One may say that with such a long
list of accomplishments, you have surpassed the
Horizon of triumphs in your life. What do you see
beyond it, for you?

Mrs. Poonawalla: Triumph no, nobody surpasses
triumph. Even God has not.

| just want to continue working, to see that
I make this foundation sustainable. To make sure
that the foundation won't die when I'm not there.
Today, my main goal is — ensuring solid sources of
funding for a cause like mine. My other goals
include training more like-minded people so that
they can take over after me and the Foundation’s
mission will keep going.

¢ Nobody Surpasses

Triumph..
FEven God Has Not.”



Life is often a matter of

PERSPECTIVE






| have this occasional habit of just gazing blankly at the night sky.

Looking at the starlit darkness makes my life feel so small and insignificant.
Making me realise of my position in this universe.

Then, looking at other people underneath the same sky, in the same position as
me, helps me create a bond with them.

It makes me feel like we're all the same person but don’t realise it because we
have different brains.

Think about it.

Think about God, irrespective of any religion. Just the creator.

If | were a God, all knowing and all powerful, | bet | would just feel bored and
lonely. Knowing everything that has ever happened, is happening and is going
to happen, all at once, at the same time; that is what | think an omnipresent and
omnipotent god would look like. But you know what | will do?

| think | would split myself into infinite number of pieces;

Each one with a limited amount of time and a limited amount of knowledge.
That way, | could rediscover existence over and over.

To learn what it means to live and love.

An infinite number of times, from an infinite number of perspectives.

| like to imagine that’s why life exists and that I'm not just me, but everyone
who ever lived and ever will live.

If nothing else, it helps me to be less afraid of death.

And that's what being god is like, being you and being me.

I Rishabh Karmakar
FE Computer




“Never depend on single income”, simple yet golden words quoted by one of
the richest men in the world, Warren Buftett. These few words are the solution
to most of the employees working in different countries. Consider a situation
wherein you have been employed by a company and tomorrow unfortunately
the company goes bankrupt. What happens after that? You have to survive
on the savings that you've gathered in the course of your employment, unless
you have at least another source of passive income, which can pay for you
until you finally find another job.

An average millionaire has at least 7 sources of income.
That way he can never go broke. Adding just another
source of passive income can help you ﬁfom going broke
or into depression. This simple fact has already changed
= the life of many L:eople and it still is everyday . But the

real question is how can any person working a 9-5 job find
s+ | + \ the time or the effort to establish another source of
income. The only answer to that question is “Make no excuses”. People who
are actually willing to put extra work and time into making more money will
eventually get there. No money can be made without struggle.

Some ways of earning passive income are share investments, online trading,
affiliate marketing, real estate trading and maybe even a work-from-home
job. These are just the right businesses that people can invest in and stay
profitable, because they do not require a lot of money to be invested in and
can also build a career around it.

At the end of the day, it is only necessary to understand that nobody can rely
on a single source of income. It is always

necessary to look for options. This is where the world is headed and this is
where we should head too, so pull up your

socks and make more money!

| Pranav Patil

BE Computer




Photograph By - Ankit Kumar (BE E&TC)

The Sun set slowly, steadily

Giving rest to all my thoughts and worries,
ﬂnt of light dispersed through clouds

Just as flicRering happiness through my soul lies.

From orange to red and light to dark

The Sky changing its shades as if a daily attire,
Peace in my chaotic mind

Was all that | desire.

Deafening silence on the outside but

Thousands of words inside could drive my doleful looks away,
A gleam of light till the moment sun sank into mountains
Elevate my ﬁbpes to live for the new cheerful day.

Ajinkya Dharashive 2
TE Computer

Moments when beliefs come crashing down
Moments when that smile turns into frowns
Moments when tears pool

Those moments

Moments when you are clueless as hell
Moments when you curse your lu
Moments when you seem to

Th t ;
ose moments - _" j&?}"}\;

Moments like these flee avf/'ay

And giverise to a better day

Yes they exist,

Yes they make you feel happy or sad

But they pass,

To reveal the happiness that lasts. Ketan Ingale

TE Computer

Photograph By - Mayura Hirawe (TE1T)
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Picture the stereotypical mindset of the
general public of India,

The ones who ‘own’ the night.
The ones who claim, "Danger is
imminent on women
One’s who dare to wander alone
these befuddled nights.”

Is this a rule? NO, it's not!
Times like these, call for actions.
Times like these, call for words.
Times like these, call for change.
And change comes with new ideas, new
VIEWS.

Nightlife has evolved.

The serenity of twilight is for all
Not limited to ‘Boys only.’

It's for "Women too.’
Equipped with the right resources
Fortified with a fearless mind
Heart and mind, unwavering
The gaze - steely-eyed
This is your ‘MODERN WOMAN!"
You, the new generation!

Do not underestimate her.
She has aimed for the stars
Touched the skies.

What she believes and you must too,
IS that
‘Without HER consent
She won't be made INFERIOR
By YOU.'

I Yamini lyengar
BE E&TC

From the darkness, emerged the dreaded
The night grew endless, the dawn devoid.

Why, why did disgust make
a three-year-old bleed?
When neither brutality nor ferocity were
his deeds!

From a ring was made identification
The finger believed to be of blood
relation.

The darkness faded & arose the dawn
The night abated and a twilight was born.

Labelled just a 60-hr-operation
But a lifetime of gnashes and griefs for
the nation.

Worthless are those candles lightened
Until the minds of ignorants are
brightened.

Salute to the martyrs who reside in
heaven
Never let there be another 26/11.

I Jay Kapadia
TEIT




“perceplion creates beauty”
-Nishant Dalvi
TE Computer
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Trekking. The best way to explore the true
beauty of a region without being heavy on the
pocket. It's the most economical way of visiting
nature in its truest form as you are away from
civilization or any kind of amenities. In recent
times, nature has become my refuge from the
world. It's the one place where there is absolute
peace and where you can hear the silence.

One such trip | took was to the Bhabha
Pin Pass in Himachal Pradesh. Bhabha Pin Pass
is at the crossover of the dense forests and the
shepherd’s trail in the Kinnaur valley and the
stark Pin valley in Spiti. The whole trek
comprises of a change in landscapes ranging
from forests to cold deserts and vast meadows
to snow. It is a very challenging trek and the
pass is located at 16,125ft above sea level.

Honestly speaking, | wasn’t even
planning to go on a trek anywhere, but last
minute my sister asked me whether | wanted to
join her and her friends in the trip they were
taking. On an impulse, | agreed. | had to leave
the next day. Packing started in full swing.

Day 1: Pune — Delhi - Shimla - Kafnu

Flight to Delhi and another long flight brought
us to the hill capital of Shimla on the day to the
journey to Kafnu.

On the old Shimla bus stand we met our first
trek mate, Harsh. Harsh is a photographer, he
was sponsored by “The Himalayan treks” and
was the official trek photographer.

Then we had a group of friends from
Mumbai and obviously, there was us, a group
of 12 friends. We had Arjun and Sandhya with
us who make the core of “The Himalayan
treks” and were also our guides, after a small
introduction round we setoff for Kafnu.

Kafnu is about 200kms from Shimla but
mountain roads made it a really long journey.
The route is extremely scenic and passes
through the second deadliest road in the world.
Finally, after Rampur the road turns left near
Karcham water project, after few hours more
we reached a typical hill village of Kafnu.

Arjun briefed us about do and don’ts on
the trek, way to avoid AMS, we were advised to
drink lot of water as it helps in acclimatization.

Day 2: Kafnu (7878 ft) to Mulling (10637 ft)
-11.3kms

For any long duration trek first two
days are always difficult, this is the time when
your body is getting used to the surroundings,
weather and the heavy backpack on your back.
Many times, people pick up their bags for the
first time, think it's too heavy and decide to
offload it to porters then and there only. For me
there is a fun and sense of achievement in
carrying your own load. After first two days you
almost stop feeling weight on your back, your
sack becomes your body part.

For the rest of days except the summit
day we were supposed to follow the time
formula 6-7-8, wakeup at 6, breakfast at 7 and
leave by 8. Arjun has warned us to consume at
least 2 litres of water before the breakfast.
Terrain on day 1 isn’t steep but we were going
to gain about 3000ft height which is a
considerable gain at any altitude hence a tough
day.

We started our walk along the Kafnu
lake which is an artificial lake constructed for
the dam, we left the village behind in half an
hour.

As a part of “The GreenTrail” initiative,
they had also stopped the practice of



bonfire, our trek lead Mukesh explained the
logic behind this: “When batch after batch uses
the local wood for bonfires, local villagers find
it hard to gather wood hence they cut more and
more trees. By avoiding the bonfire, we are
leaving wood for the villagers to consume and
save some trees in a way” It's a very noble
initiative by them considering the rising
popularity of trekking in India and reluctance of
government as well as private tour operators to
control pollution.

We were on our way again, trail now
leads the hydro project sites, one of the largest
in India and the world, it takes almost an hour
to leave these construction sites behind when
the trail finally leads towards the pine forest
and starts to gain height gradually.

After almost 6 hours of passing
through lush green pine forests, green

meadows and ever beautiful landscape we
could now see some colourful flags signalling
the top at some distance.

It takes a steep ascend to reach the top
and almost like a magic you can see vast
expanses of meadows before your eyes, it's
almost like as if you have reached Kashmir.
Campsite for day 1 was about 3kms from here
and is a pleasant walk through meadows, a
brilliant photo walk. | could see Harsh using his
camera like a gun as if shooting every single
corner of the landscape.

Arjun taught me how to use the
trekking pole. “This can save almost 40% of
your efforts if not more” said Arjun.

Mulling campsite is like a Kashmir
campsite: meadow, river and surrounding
mountains. We had plenty of time to explore its
beauty.

Day 3: Mulling(10647ft) to Karah (11,600ft) - 6.5
kms

“Today would be the easiest day of the
trek’; Arjun has told us a day before, “just a
scenic walk’ he said. But we were now gaining
the altitude that meant more effort would be
required.

It was a slightly gradual hike through
pines and meadows. What makes it special is a
phenomenon - “Subterranean river” Two hrs
into the walk and you will reach a valley point
where you would hear the river but can't see it
as its flowing below the wetland.

After a steep ascend, we were able to
see the probable location for the Karah
campsite, surrounding views were simply
stunning, glacier-clad mountains all around.

After about an hour we reached the
beautiful Karah campsite. There were few
shepherd tents already there. At Karah, there
are two government run sheep breeding farms-
one breeds the Australian variety and other
Russian. We were told not to venture near the
shepherd camp as the shepherd’s dogs are
known to be very furious.

We had the entire noon to explore the
Karah campsite which was changing colours as
the sun moved behind the mountains.

Wide-angle lens was put to a good use
here, even at night. Harsh helped us with
night-time photography while the sky was lit
with million stars and Milky Way was clearly
visible.

Oximeter reading were daily routines.
Arjun would take average reading of the group
and would put the low rankers on Diamox.
Pawan’s reading wasn’t convincing, “He would
be closely monitored and sent back to lower
altitude-if it doesn’t improve, AMS can creep in
really quickly at these heights?’ Arjun
explained.

Day 4: Karah (11600ft) to Phustirang (13400ft) —
4.5kms

Pawan’s reading did not improve in the
morning and he had to be sent back, Rishabh
and Kriti, his two friends accompanied him
back. Shreya, fourth member of the group
decided to continue- in fact others forced her
not to turn back and complete the trek. Shreya
was the senior most of the lot but extremely
tenacious. Rahul, our cook and youngest of the



lot was send to escort them to mulling.

Today would be a tough day again,
distance wise it was just 4.5kms but we were
gaining altitude rapidly and now were in
technically high altitudes.

We crossed the stream- frozen water
was painful but seemed fresh after sometime.
The trail now climbs rapidly on the nearby
mountain. Arjun had explained us to follow
micro steps, | had tried taking small steps in
previous treks as well but doesn’t suit my
walking style but this time was determined to
use the technique. It's a simple technique,
instead of walking with long stride and brisk
space which tires you often, take small steps at
a steady space, “Slow is fast on high altitudes”

The views were getting better after
every few feet we climbed, we had now left
Bhabha valley behind, after about 3-4 hrs of
hard climb we reached the campsite, the views
were completely different from the first two
days, this trek was giving us surprises every
day.

Kamal, one of our porters who was
quickest of the lot was with us today showed
me a mountain top, “Pass is right behind it” he
said, ascend looked small but | knew how
deceptive the distances are in the mountains.
At about 4PM in the evening we saw Rahul
making his way back to the camp, within no
time he had was able to accompany Pawan and
group to mulling and make his way back to
camp, 3 camps in less than one day and he
wasn’t even sweating. Few people are just born
trekkers.

Phustirang is an amazing campsite, one
of end you can see icy peaks at distance and
clouds dancing over them and the other side
you have unending river plains and colourful
mountains giving you hint of Spiti. For me
Phustirang remains the best campsite of the
entire trek.

Day 5: Phustirang (13400Ft) to Mangrungse
(13600ft) — 11kms

Today would be the toughest of all days, the
summit day, 3000ft ascend to reach pin-bhabha
pass at 16000ft and 3000ft descend to the Spiti
valley.

As there are no places to stay in between,
the summit day is a tough ask, it's tougher than any
of our previous treks including Pin-Parvati due to
sheer height gained on ascend

Ascend at high altitudes is not easy it tests
your mettle but something even more difficult is
getting ready much earlier before the sunrise in
freezing cold. At 13kft the wind chill tremendously
adds to the cold, we had to get up by 3:30 am and
leave by 5, even after 5 layers of clothes wind was
still able to find a way through.

It was still dark when we started, we were
not roped up but we were walking closely as a
chain, ascend was slow and steady. In an hour we
had managed to climb 50% of the first ascend, at
least that’s what we thought. When the sun came
out, we realized how deceptive the top was and we
were long way away, still the progress wasn’t slow.

Another half an hour later we had finally

reached the top of first ascend, pass still wasn't
visible” “Just 2 more ascends to go” Mukesh Ji, our
trek leads words were motivating and we continued
the ascend.
It was a sunrise but sunrays were yet to bless us
with their warmth, winds of high altitude and no
sun had made our ascend difficult, at some distance
we could see the rays touching ground that gave us
some energy.

Took us another hour to reach the top of
second ascend and now we were in the sunlight
and warmth, layers reduced and smiles returned.
Pass was now visible from here, sense of

achievement gave us enough energy to tackle the
last ascend.

We were now charging towards the final
ascend, took one more hour though.




We could see the prayer flags on the pass now,
one by one everybody slowly reached the top of
the pass and celebrated in their own way, few
cheered, few simply smiled and few were left
spellbound by the surrounding beauty, few
though waited for their friends and crossed the
pass together, what mountains do to us all is
amazing.

We were at the pass at 1PM, much
earlier than the estimated time but the task was
only half done, we still had long descend to go,
first glimpse of huge Spiti desert was in sight.

We had to move now, couldn’t afford to
spend long time at 16000ft, risk was high.
Porters were already on their way down and we
followed, endless stretches of moraine and
rocks were ahead of us.

Difficulty of trekking in Spiti is that even
though valley has large rivers not all of them
are potable due to large quantities of sand and
mica they carry and it's difficult to camp in the
moraine, campsites are few and scarce we had
to descend to 13000ft.

After about 3 hrs of what seemed
unending descend, we reached the river bed
which we had to cross, shoes off once again
and we crossed multiple streams, water was
biting cold but it was a great fun.

Just 3 more kms to go now, after few
minutes the campsite was in sight, a quick
descend and we had accomplished the task.

Day 6: Mangrungse (13600ft) to Mudh (12283ft)
-17kms

First rays of sun had brought lovely golden
glaze on the barren Spiti mountain top, today
was no less tough than the summit day. We had
to cover almost 17kms to reach Spiti.

Most of us had started making plans of what
they would do first on reaching Kaza, hot water

sad as from today onwards we would be out of

mountains and moving closer to our technology
driven lives. The harshness of mountains had
brought us closer, there would be no more ocean
stories from our Mumbai friends Karan and
Rachana, stories by Arjun and Sandhya on their
previous experiences, Shreya to tease on her
unending supply of snacks and most importantly
we would no longer be seeing our crew
members Mukesh, Rahul and Naina ji who had
feed us with lot of love and affection all these
days.

We geared up for the final walk
nonetheless and it was going to be tiring for sure,
Spiti is not exactly you would call walkers
heaven.

We started with a small ascend and then
flat walk for about 4kms where we first saw the
glimpse of Mudh village, “Doesn’t look far, does
it?” someone but by now we all know that wasn't
true. At our back we had Pin-Parvati trail on the
other side of the river.

After another 3kms walk by colourful mountain
side we reached the place where last year we had
finished our Pin-Parvati trek, “Pagal Naala’
memories of that day are still vivid.

It had rained here few days back hence some
green grass was still visible, we rested at regular
intervals and for bit longer today, as if everyone
wants to soak up as much mountain experience
as possible.

Took us 4 tiring hours through moraine,
ups and downs before we reached the
suspension bridge and Mudh was just a few
meters away now. Walking on suspension bridge
with river flowing below is a great experience
and small hike now to Mudh village.

Trek had been great, it kept giving us
different views every day, everyday beats the
other on Pin-Bhabha trek, fortunately the
weather was perfect and that has made this a

— bath was on everyone’s priority list, we felt bit —memorable experience. —

J] Hulasi Khinvasara
TE Computer




Just take the

Next Step
Pend youll get through.




What is the next step in life? A
question that always haunts the mind. It
is quite interesting to share because we
encounter this thought whenever we
achieve something. Consider you
complete a task in your daily work life and
immediately you start thinking, what is
next? Do we have to think about it? Yes
we do, but | wouldn't want to waste all my
time in thinking of the next step. This is
because we will find it intolerable to
forget to live in the present and
experience every moment of life.

There are two possible results of
next step: success or failure. We plan
ahead but we never think of these
outcomes, and this is why we need to be
prepared. Dr. A. P. J. Abdul Kalam has
inspired me by saying that the key to
success is, “I must have a dream. | must
continuously acquire knowledge, hard
work and perseverance. One should not
be afraid of problems. That would be
success.” These words portray that we can
relate our dreams with the next step of
our lives. To achieve that we must gain
knowledge. We should never forget to
live in the present moment but focus on it
and work hard for the next step.

Finding the next step is like
finding the purpose of life. Every step
gives us some experience, a chance to

improve or develop ourselves. |
personally know this as | have
experienced that planning about the
next step has helped me a lot. | was an
introvert and bringing about a change in
myself was not an easy task. The moral
that | have learnt from my childhood is
that no matter how many mistakes |
made, | had the courage to try again till |
was able to succeed. | have also learnt to
be confident and fearless. | do read my
ideals which helps me to become
mentally strong to face each struggle in
the next step. Partaking in deep, long and
purposeful conversation with my parents
who always support me in any decision
has been my go-to. | read a lot to inspire
and motivate myself which leads to an
optimistic attitude. These are the actions
that bring me one step closer to my goals.

I Mitesh Dube
BE E&TC
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Finally, you've plunged into the sea of darkness & chaos, But in the midst of it
all,when your weaknesses are coming at you with brute force,
Your mind starts coming up with questions like “Is it worth it to stay on the course?”

Soon you realize this mind of yours has become your greatest adversary.
And then you realize you have to fix it; that this is the real war; one that is absolutely
necessary.

You've got to remember but this: your mind has a tactical advantage over you.
It knows all your fears, insecurities & alas, it seems like you are Napoleon and this is
the battle of waterloo.

This mind of yours, it has allies however; Silence being one of them
It brings with it all the demons you should have faced long ago, all the mishaps &
shame.

Seems like the enemy has outflanked you and retreat seems to be the only way out
of the wicked game.

But have you started to notice something? The dichotomy, oh, the dichotomy of life!
This silence is trying to wake you up to the bitter truth.

You couldn’t have asked for a greater gift.

Rise to the occasion and fight with valor.You will be pinned down sometimes; and
it's fine

Cause it will make you better and strengthen your character.

And never forget but always remember to HOLD THE LINE!

I Vedant Shinde
FE E&TC




MindR%e)l[s} e

Our mind makes it possible for us to
think, feel emotions and understand.

The famous quote “You control
your mind, your mind doesn’t control
you” is so true and apt. Mind is the most
powerful weapon we humans possess.
The thoughts that come to our mind can
make or break us.

Most of us have a tendency to

complicate simple things. We need to
pause, take a breath and reflect before
reacting. When something doesnt go
according to what you had planned or
expected, is it necessary to react
aggressively or feel upset?
Do we have to foresee situations
negatively? We need to control our mind
and be positive. Calm down and think, is it
worth taking all the unnecessary stress?

Your outlook towards life can make
you experience either happiness and set
your spirits soaring high or clutter your
thoughts with disappointment and
transform a cheerful occasion into misery.

Your brain is capable of lot more
than what you think. Understanding your
mind’s power is the key to success. The
more negatively we think, the more
disconsolate we are.

In life try and focus your attention
on your priorities and-aim to achieve your
goals. Some examples could be:
> Study smartly and get those excellent
scores.
> Work hard and get your dream job.
> Save up your money and travel the
world.
> Work out and eat the right diet for a
healthy body.
> Strengthen you relationships with your
partner, friends and family.
> Spend more time with the people you
love.
> Pursue a hobby and make time to
experience these joys in life.

Your mind should be occupied with
positive energy so that you do not have
time to focus on negative thoughts. When
you are stressed because of negative
thoughts and vibes then life seems a
burden with absolutely no direction and
hope. You are restless and have sleepless
nights, your diet is affected, you are not in




a frame of mind to do anything right.

In such situations moving out into a

different atmosphere always helps. Take a
walk be with nature, count your blessings.
Seek refuge in the creator and his creation,
appreciate and value what you are blessed
with. Many do not get even the basic needs
of life and are deprived of many things you
have. Wake up every morning with a
positive mind set, a smile and see how your
day becomes much brighter.
One should have such an attitude in life to
always be happy and healthy. When you
control you mind to stay focused and
determined, it boosts your self-esteem and
you gain the willpower to explore different
areas and work towards success in
everything you aspire. So have a positive
approach towards your life and experience
miracles at every juncture with a reformed
mind-set.

| Pearl Swaminathan
TE Computer
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The posiive side

OF CAFR UIMES..

Every person goes through thick times
and the right step taken at such times is
what makes you a winner.These times will
give importance to our victory. When you
feel that there’s a problem, take it as an
opportunity to improve. Look at the
positive side of it.

When you are going through the
difficulties in life, just close your eyes, take
a deep breath and ask these questions to
yourself.

> Can anything worse than this happen?

> Has no one else gone through a similar
situation? Am | the only one?

> Hasn’t anyone bounced back from such a
problem?

If the answer to all the above
questions is yes then set off to make a
world record, else your problem is solved.

When vyou feel that there’s
something which _is taking you off your
goals, look below yourself. If you think you
are brainless, 'imagine the life of a
mentally ill person. If you are sad for not
getting new outfits, think about the kids
who are in rags right from the birth.

When you think you are ugly, sense the
difficulties of deaf, dumb and blind
people. If you are crying for not getting
into an IIT, feel the situation of kids
studying under the streetlamps. And you
will believe that you are the happiest
person in the world.

Once you start believing in your
capability, tackling the obstacle becomes
easier. A good decision maker knows how
to act practically even at the darkest time
of his life. Learn from the experiences of
elders and.- select a suitable action. It
should be affirmative to the following:
What should | do right now to make
myself proud of something? There's
always a brighter side of everything.

If your life is challenging and you
achieve your goals in so many hurdles,
society will look up to you as an
inspiration. An inspiration to conquer
success in the midst of deadly challenges.
Because it's the positive perspective
towards problems that help you solve
them. It's these problems that make your
success a celebration.

| Manali Kaswa
SE Computer
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Adrenalin Rush :

What could be better than knowing
that you could get a round trip of heaven in
10,000 bucks? Getting permission to go on the
trip. Dopamine. It is the chemical our body
releases when we hear a good news. It was the
chemical that our bodies released when my
class was told about the destination and
expenditure for the year’s “EDUCATIONAL
TRIP” Jammu and Kashmir. 10,000 Rupees.
Dopamine. Overloaded. | could hardly sit still
the rest of the day.

The rest of the day, only one thought
crossed my mind which | couldn’t answer. |
knew | had to convince my
parents to let me go on
this trip. | knew | was
willing to give anything, to
do anything that ensured
their approval to allow me
to join the company. | was
ready to sacrifice my
screen time, | was ready to
sacrifice my playtime, |
was willing to double my _
study time
cover for the ten days |

would lose, three times *
over. Dopamine. Overloaded.

| knew | had to time it perfectly. | knew
| had to make sure my parents were in the best
mood of the day. What could be a better time
to discuss permissions that dinner? So | made
sure they'd had extra helpings of rice, just to
coax a single ‘yes’ out of their minds. Fear of
rejection. That was the only thing that stopped
me from saying anything, from asking
anything. | played the series of conversation
again and again in my head. Finally, | mustered
enough courage to ask them one of the most
important questions of my life.

Mom, Dad, we have a trip going to Kashmir this
Diwali. Can | please go along with them?

Yes, sure. Why not?

Simple. Done. Dopamine. Overloaded.

It took me a while to realize that' | had
just played the entire conversation again in my
mind. How difficult could it be? After all, | was
just asking for permission for a trip.. TO
HEAVEN.

“So...} long pause. Sigh, lost it again.

“Yes?”

“Umm... Yes, so, | was saying, we umm..., there
was an announcement today. ”

“Oh yeah?”

“Yes.They said the educational trip this year is
going to Kashmir this year.”

“Oh?”

“Yes, and the cost for it is supposed to be 10,000
“Oh?”

“Yes. So...”

“So?”

“So, can | go?”

“We don’t see why not?”

Adrenaline.
Rush, the

chemical hormone released in
response to a dangerous or
exciting situation. In my case, It
was clear which was it.
What could be better than
knowing that you could get a
round trip of heaven in 10,000
bucks? Getting permission to go
on the trip.
\ Preparation began the
RN very next day. My sister, who was
™ jn the same school as me, was
also going to be a part of this
trip. List of what had to be carried was made. Stuff
were divided equally among the both of us.
Registrations for the trip began by next week. Of
course, | had to be the first to register, in case they
decided they had to cut down some student and
priorities would be decided on first come first serve
basis. The entire amount due to the trip expenses
was paid. All was set. The only thing left to do was
get on the train to Kashmir. TO HEAVEN.

We were allocated berth numbers. We had to
keep our luggage together at one spot, but we were
free to stay with our parents till the train arrived.
Announcement: Our train was running 45 minutes
late. Anxiety. What if the train gets cancelled? How
could this happen to us? Every passing minute felt
like an hour. My parents reassured us that this was
common and there was nothing to worry about.
Easy for them to say. They weren’t the ones waiting
for the train to come.

45 minutes past, the train finally arrived. We
boarded as per our berths, said goodbyes to our
parents, and proceeded to our berth.

Adrenaline



Our trip was about to begin. We were about to
witness the beauty so marvellous that people
died trying to acquire and defend it. A sight so
breathtaking, that kings bowed before its grace. A
place so heavenly, that it was named “Heaven On
Earth”

Adrenaline Rush.

Odyssey:

And that describes it all. Odyssey was what it
was. A long, eventful and adventurous journey.
Those are the exact things that happened. They
say destination is not as important as journey.
There is some truth to that statement. Though the
sights were nothing compared to what lay ahead
towards our destination, they were marvellous in
their own right. The journey to reach our first
destination point in itinerary took almost three
days, one train journey and one bus journey. How
long did we feel it last? Barely an hour. Why?
Because we could never get enough of it. It was
eventful and adventurous. We played games,
made new friends, and above all, enjoyed the
beautiful sights mother earth had to offer.

Our train snaked through many of the north
western cities, some of which were Delhi, Agra
and Amritsar. We disembarked from the train and
proceeded to board a bus. We left Amritsar for
Kashmir, via Jammu. It was another day before
we reached our destination.

Heaven:
Agar Firdaus bar ru-e-zamin ast, Hami
ast o, Hami ast o, Hami ast.
-Mughal Emperor, Jahanagir.

Srinagar. That was our first stop to explore.
Personally, | was hoping to enjoy a light snowfall
here, but, | was disappointed to find out that there
won't be any snowfall for another one and a half
week, by which time, we would be long gone. Pari
Mahal was the first place we visited in Srinagar.

We then proceeded to the Shalimar Bagh.
Everything from its history to its present can be
found on the internet. What cannot be found on the
internet, is the tranquility you feel in the garden.
The garden hosts huge crowd due to it being
renowned. However, the crowd cannot stop you
from enjoying the views the garden has to offer. It
hosts both architectural as well as natural beauty.
Around the time we visited, the garden was awash
in yellow-brown colour of Autumn. Personally, |
think that is a far better view than its shawl of green.

We also visited Nishat Garden the very
same day. This. garden, too, is a very famous
garden, and one has to visit this garden when in
Kashmir. One can never get enough of the views
the Gardens have to offer. The mountains, though
far away, can clearly be seen enveloped in snow,
and the angle seen from the gardens along with the
trees at the base of the picture just melts your



heart. Nishat Bagh, too, is famous for its
architectural and natural beauty.

Our next tourist attraction place was
Dal Lake. Dal Lake is one the most famous
lakes of India. When in Kashmir, you have to
get on a house boat ride around Dal lake. The
water is quite clear in some places, not so in
others. At some places you can see water
plants up to 20 feet under.

One of our evenings was dedicated to

shopping at Lal Chowk. Some of us bought
clothes, others show pieces. But the best thing
you can buy from Kashmir is the fruits and dry
fruits. Kashmir, due to its cold environment, is
a home to some of the largest apple orchards
in India, which is why, the best quality of
apples are very cheap in Kashmir. Same can be
said for certain types of dry fruits, walnut
especially.
Our next stop was the Chashme Shahi Garden.
This garden, like Shalimar bagh and Nishat
bagh hosts a very grand architectural and
natural view. Was built in the Mughal era,
hence has mughal architecture.

Our final stop in Srinagar was the
Indira Gandhi Memorial Tulip Garden. This
garden is the largest in Asia and only one of its
kind present in India. The garden hosts tulip
festival for 15 days in April which is the
flowering season of tulips. Unfortunately, we
were not able to see the beautiful tulips since
we went to Kashmir in October.The garden has
almost 2 million tulips spread across 30
hectares with a variety of colors to gaze upon.

With this, our stay in Srinagar came to
an end and we proceeded towards Sonmarg
and Gulmarg. En route to Sonmarg, we
stopped by a tea stall for a short break and
discovered a small creek flowing very close by.
All of us decided to go and check it out. To our
astonishment, the water in the creek was so
pure and unadulterated that it looked blue
from where we stood. This indicated that our
destination was very close, and we all jumped
in excitement.

Dazzling white was what greeted us in
Sonmarg. Sonmarg was covered entirely in
snow. For people like me who were
experiencing snow for the first time, words fall
short to describe the experience. One has to

see it to know it. We had our lunch and were given
till evening to play in the snow on the hill close to
our hotel. What is your first thought when you
come across snow? SNOW FIGHT.That snow fight
was one of the best fights | ever had. We were so
pumped up, that we didn’t even form proper balls
out of the snow. We would just pick up a handful
of snow and throw it wherever we could. We then
made snow-fairies in the snow.

Our next and final destination in Kashmir
was Gulmarg. Gulmarg was equally enthralling as
Sonmarg. One of the things that you can enjoy in
Gulmarg is the Gondola rides. Gondola is the
machine you see in the action movies with a box
going over a wire between two mountains or
from top to bottom of a mountain. Riding a
gondola is a one of its kind experience. Gulmarg,
too is famous for its natural beauty. Gulmarg, too,
was covered entirely in snow, with temperatures
now dropped below freezing point. However, one
could find more green in Gulmarg than in
Sonmarg.



Adieu:

As all good things must come to an end,
our time in Jammu and Kashmir was now coming
to an end. Although, we were not about to go out
without a blast. We left the state of Jammu and
Kashmir for Punjab, where we had a one day stay.
We first went to the Attari-Wagah border flag
lowering ceremony. Although we were very far
away from the gate to be able to witness the
ceremony properly, we could feel patriotism in
the air. Post-ceremony, we proceeded to a hotel
for our dinner, and it turned out that we were
actually going to have a D.J. night in the hotel.
Cold-Drinks were allowed unlimited. What do you
do when you are drunk (on cold-drinks here, we
were kids) and filled with energy? We hit the
dance floor. We danced for a very long time
before we had to leave for our lodge.

The next morning, we went to visit the
Jallianwala Bagh.The entrance to the garden is a
very narrow passage, which made it clear why
the people who were martyred in the Massacre
back then were helpless. Inside the garden, there
is a hall which contains depictions of the events
of the Jallianwala Bagh Massacre. The paintings
are lively enough to make you empathize with
the martyrs and haunt your nights. One could
still see the bullet marks on the walls of the
garden.

We left for our hotel to get lunch and get
ready for our departure. The journey back home
was difficult, but, like all good things, this trip
had to come to an end. But now, on our way
back, we had new friends, more memories to
cherish. We had stories to tell, we had
adventures to share. After all, we had been to
heaven, and back again.

B Ali Saheeb Tinwala
TE Computer
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Sixteen—year—old Riya slammed down her
satchel on the floor of the living room before
slumping down into a soft couch. Her wise
mother Rekha calmly walked out of the kitchen
towards the sound. She found her daughter,
lying on the couch with her hands clasping her
head.

It's strange. She thought. It was Riya's
birthday only a week ago. And they did buy her
those branded sneakers and that pill-shaped
speaker. Why so sulky again?

"How was the day?" Rekha asked with
concern. Riya threw her hands over her face in
frustration and swept them down.

"Worst. | hate school, | hate the people, |
hate everything."

"Oh, so you had a bad day..." Rekha slid
down in a spot beside her daughter. She wiped
Riya's face streaked with tears. Riya pressed her
face into her mother's palm. It somehow
comforted her.

After few moments, Riya finally calmed
down a little. She parted her lips to silently
mumble out her troubles.

"It has been a month since | started high
school. I've not made any friends. Nobody likes
me."Rekha smiled a little. "And why is that?" Riya
shrugged her shoulders in response.

Rekha gazed at her daughter's usual solemn

and dull face. Her eyes were starting to squint as if
she was going through some trauma. She
embraced her daughter in her lap and caressed her
head once Riya had stopped sobbing.

"Do you remember that doll you got from
your Grandma on your birthday?" Rekha asked, in a
soothing voice.

"The one with the blank face? Yes, | do,"
Riya blandly responded. Rekha'’s face twitched but
she maintained her composure.

“Turns out that it was a custom she had
made. To present a blank-faced doll to every girl in
the family on her coming-of-age birthday.”

“My sister and | had received one for each
of us too. Ours were older and plain. Just two
circles for eyes and a straight, firm line for lips. Her
hair was rough and her green coloured dress was
simple but uninteresting. She appeared very dull
and monotonous. We had not liked her”

“What did you do then?”Riya asked, slowly
gaining interest in the narration.“Well. Since it was
a gift, it would have been rude to return it. So, we
kept it Rekha admitted.

“My sister was quite disgruntled, however.
She was expecting something colourful and
beautiful; perhaps a bunch of flowers. Or that jade
brooch she had eyes on forever. | remember her
putting the doll on a shelf with some old stuff and
forgetting about it




Riya got up and faced her mother.“What
did you do? Did you hide it too?”

Rekha smiled in remembrance.

“No. | decorated it

Her gaze shifted away as she recalled
herself painting the doll anew.

“| painted a smile on her dull face, made
her eyes bigger and more hopeful, brushed her
hair in braids and put flowers in them. | sewed
her new outfits using fabric from my old clothes |
had grown out of” Rekha listed out.

“I made her beautiful”

Riya beamed as she visualized her
mother’s doll in her head. “You must have liked it
then because she had become so pretty,” Riya
asked, her tone laced with scepticism.

“Yes’, Rekha affirmed. “In fact, my friends
used to play with her a lot more than | did. My
doll was constantly in hands of little girls in our
neighbourhood whereas my sister’s doll stayed
in a corner. No one liked her. It was the same doll,
ironically; but my smiling doll appealed to more
people than hers with a sullener appearance”.
Rekha meaningfully looked into her daughter’s
eyes, waiting for her answer. Riya sighed deeply.

“So, it all comes down to appearance
after all...

"Riya spoke hurtfully.

“Not necessarily. But you need to convey to
people that you are the amazing person that you
seem. What's better than to smile?” Rekha lifted
Riya’s chin. Riya nodded her head. She stared at
her mother with her usual hard face. After a
moment she smiled. A wide, cheerful smile.
“You're right. This does feel good.” Riya exclaimed.
Rekha just returned her smile.

“Accept yourself the way you are and show it. The
world will adjust. Even if it doesn't, being friendly
never hurts."

A week later, Rekha was reading a newspaper on
the couch. She glanced at the clock and felt a
little lonely. Her daughter was out with her new
friends. The house was empty at that hour since
Riya was out almost every day. She missed
having her daughter by her side after school,
listening about her day. But it won't be long
before Riya comes back. Back with a radiant smile
on her face, happy and excited. Imagining Riya’s
expression gave Rekha a deep satisfaction and
peace in her heart.

Finally, Riya has made friends and is living her
life...

She calmly sips her tea and reads on patiently, not
feeling lonely anymore.

I Pooja Hiremath
FE Computer
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Just so many things

That | want to say

But | can't

Cause you take it, the wrong way
You think you are not needed
When I really want you to stay

Cause just your presence makes my day
But I'm really scared of getting too

attached

Cause | can't handle heartbreaks
And the pain after that

I'm broken

And maybe you can mend me

But things could get worse

So ljust let it be

| let you walk away

Without any hope of coming back
I'm hurt

But it's better than getting attached
| fear love

Cause not all relationships are long
Not everyone has luck

It's risky

So | back out like a coward

I'm like a piece of glass,

Broken, shattered

So don't come near me

Please don't get involved

You deserve someone much better
Not me with all these flaws.

B Sameer
TE Computer

The heartbreak didn't just break my heart
It made me fall down part by part

| hid myself from everything and everyone
| chose to tread on a path where | would
be seeked by none

| had put on a mask of a fallacious smile
Though everything | felt was oh so vile
But everything changed that day,

When | met You on my way

| tried to keep away from You

But You saw me through

Slowly, | started to get over my pain

| started to open up again

You brought out the inner child in me
Who never ceased to laugh with glee
You made me gleam with joy

You never again let me cry

| can't imagine what I'd be without You
Because all that | am today is

Just because of You!

I Aditi Rao
TE Computer
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Walking the path of flame

Takingupall the blame

Sacrificing everything just for you

Taking the punishment for what wasn't true!
The only time it really hurt

was when you treated me like dirt!

| wish that this should've happened earlier
cause you thought this faithful dog was a liar
It hurts as touching the fire

like beaten up by a burning wire

like having a heart but with a hole

like living body without a soul

like burning into ashes like coal!

Just want to tell you that | wasn't wrong
cause this misunderstanding made this hell

| know | don't deserve you this long

and | hope your life without me goes well!

Nikhil Kandekar
FE Computer




Inspiring a new
global narrative

Acknowledging that a balloon is about to
burst.

Taking matters that are seldom identified
as a larger underlying issue.

A person with a timid personality indoors,
but with a character online that could be
attributed as offensive and borderline
criminal.

Monstrosities like these, especially in most
third world countries, go overlooked.

To understand the sheer size of this
problem, more people die in developing
countries of suicide than of car accidents,
and being a numbers person, | feel these
are overwhelming. My little innocent mind
in the fourth grade was like wet cement.
And the day the NGO called “Connecting”

explained these issues, it left an
everlasting impression, and the strong
desire to do something about this

problem. Adept at technology, | took the
most handy tool available to me at the
time, and started working. | started small.
Identification. How do | decipher the signs,
how can | use people’s virtual lives to
identify the precursors to the stress
bubble? And that was easy. With the
advent of oversharing, the millennial
generation has taken suicide, and as they
have done with everything else, turned
into a meme. Some use these “kill me
now” memes to cope, but | cannot
discount the possibility.

Next step, the rapport. Making friends for
me has been a little hard, since time
immemorial, but a conscious effort has to
be made to make friends. Albeit | confess
it is a bit tedious when the person is
negative.

The last step, | feel, is the hardest, having
the person admit to me how they feel,
and looking into their eyes, knowing I'm
helpless in the situation but as a shoulder.
A reason for living, a simple “I'm by your
side’] can do great wonders, and | feel |
have done this for quite a few people
now. It's hard to know how many lives I've
saved, but perhaps its for the best. People
love talking, and with so little
socialisation taking place, sans the ones
curtained by lovely user interfaces, | feel |
have made a few good friends, and just a
walk and a chocolate milkshake can make
the world so much less cumbersome for
everyone who deserves to talk.

I Saif Lakhani
BE Computer



What Will they

Sitting in the class, nervous, on my first day,

I looked at my right to see a potential friend beside
me.

Sadly, could not muster any courage to introduce
myself.

I just looked blankly at the teacher,

Asking questions whose answers | knew,
Remained silent, could not find any voice to speak.
The question haunting me,

What will they think...

As the lecture got over, | could hear my classmates’
voices,

Chattering and gossiping over this and that.

| quietly took out my phone, pretending to be busy,
Heeded attentively to what they said.

Making friends was never an easy task,

You had to think before speaking, to not hurt
anyone.

Guess | was too good at thinking,

Thus perhaps, it is all | ever did.

Still finding myself surrounded by new people,

| listened to their conversations; answering when
addressed.

Never speaking freely; always asking myself,

What will they think...

| could imagine myself,

Being addressed as the stoic, silent guy.
Answering few and only when asked, mistaken as
attitude.

Sitting alone, hiding my loneliness behind my
phone,

I don’t know if my fate will ever change,

It is the life | chose to have,

And not what | think | deserve.

The only thing, stopping myself is me,

I don’t know if | could ever defeat this enemy.

Think?

But | feel, enough is enough,

It is time to steer my own fate.

Fight the war against me,

Change or lose myself.

My whole life has been,

A series of what will they think,

| guess now, the moment is me,

To forever decide how | will be.

Being the passive player, waiting for the right
moments,

But shrinking away when those come,
No more waiting, no more doubts,

It was enough.

Life passes in a blink,

I do not care anymore,

What will they think....

Harnessing the opportunities that very few ever
get,

| have worked to come forward.

Still before saying anything, it still haunts me,
What will they think.

Pushing away the phase, | manage to strive
ahead,

Forget the people, forget the world.

Find your voice,

It is time to show everyone,

What you can do.

I Rishabh Karmakar
FE Computer
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Everyone has a story to tell. Stories
consisting of numerous occasions like
festivals, birthdays, anniversaries, planned
or unplanned trips, results, gossips, night
outs, love, break-ups and what not. These are
the times we either seek happiness or run
from sorrow moments, fear the horror or
dare the adventures. First Time of anything
we do or feel or experience, is something we
cherish, right? Though good or bad, joyous
or sorrow, proud or embarrassing, we still
remember them, don't we? Likewise,
#myFirstTime - the solo trek to Rajgad Fort is
the story that | have lived for the first time.
The SoloTrek!

First, the trip that was not planned at
all, which was nothing but a runaway from
the emotional drama and downs going in my
life. And second, it wasn't supposed to be a
SOLO-trek, because | was deserted
(unintentionally) by my mates on the very
day of the trek. | decided not to wait for them
and just go by myself. And the best part was
no one knew that | didn't actually cancel the
plan and went to the trek, until after | was
back. | made up my mind to bunk the lectures
and return by the evening.

| started off in the morning. All | had

with me, was my bike and the cloudy
weather. | raced through Pune-Satara
highway. It was 2 hours ride to the base of
Rajgad fort. | parked my bike in front of the
hotel and started walking towards the fort,
finding my way through the forest.
Meanwhile | met two people on the go, who
were also there for trek. And the best part
was that they happen to be engineering
students, trust me, a lot of relief. They
accompanied me throughout the trek then.
Following the trail of path which was used
by previously visited trekkers, we reached a
lake. Lake wasn't so large but seem to have
formed due to water stream. It was so
peaceful over there, except | could hear the
chirping of birds and some clouds thunder.
We sat there for a while glancing at the lake.
The lake was crystal clear to reflect
everything that fell into it, and still enough
to make me calm and forget about all my
worries within a minute.

Continuing our journey, we entered
into the forest and eventually lost the track
we were supposed to go. | was good at
remembering the roads and paths but for
once | have to pass through it. Meanwhile |
slipped(apparently the shoes | wore didn’t
have enough grip) and accidentally ended



hurting my hand. It started to bleed but |
cleansed it with water and wrapped my
handkerchief around it. The pain was severe
but | tried to ignore it. For like an hour or so, we
were wandering in the forest to search a way
out. So we decided to follow the water stream
in the up-trek. Rather we went through the
stream and not just followed it. The stream
water was so cold that it numbed my legs.
Curse those shoes, | slipped so many times
and landed on my butt. Somehow we made
our way to the top...(almost)... but in the
wrong direction. We reached uptick from
which it was impossible to climb further.
Though we hadn't reach the fort but the
view from that point was something

we somehow made it to the base. My legs
were hurting enough that | couldn’t walk. Yet
| had to ride my bike back to college. |
dropped those two new buddies on the
highway while returning and reached
college around 6 in the evening.

This was my first experience of failing
a trek yet a fascinating one. | don't regret
that | wasn't able to complete the trek and
made few mistakes. Sometimes we learn
few things the hard way it is. But | feel
grateful that | could meet two new people
and experience the queer journey which was
worth a shot to take. First times for anything
can make you hesitant, scary, excited and
what not.

“ And when the soul lies down in the grass..
The world is too ﬁdl to talk about. Rumi ,,

truly mesmerizing - Sky full of grey clouds But this journey has fired me up to go on the
exhaling shattered showers, the green same trek again, this time with full confidence
blanket of trees spread all over the range of and finish what | have started.

mountains, and the stream of chilled water.
This made me realise that everything that
we do in our lives is priceless unless we try
to enjoy it.

It was already an hour past noon, so
we decided to go back instead of finding
other ways, as | had to reach college by
evening. The upward trek seems quite easy
than coming back downwards. | do not fear
anything but that was the time | swear, my
fear level was at its highest. We were so
exhausted that | lost complete hope of
getting down in one piece. All | had in my
mind was to reach the base anyhow, even if
it mean reaching in more that one pieces.
We had to come back through the stream
and likewise | slipped and bumped into
water a lot of times. With terrible down-trek,

I Ajinkya Dharashive
TE Computer
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“Have you ever wondered how a mind

works?”

Have you seen the outworld
algorithms and conclusions it draws into
existence? Squeezing and stretching the
logic, just so that the reality grasped by
your senses can have something to rely
on. Something to blame. Something to
curse.

Just so that your soul won't realise
the dry truth of cruelty.

The soul is naive. Young. Afraid of
the world. Afraid of darkness. And it's the
mind which plays the game. With every
small black flame that exists in the
universe. With every devil smiling wryly.

But oh, it is vulnerable. Why, it's
barely shielded! Its exposed to every
attack. To every aim taken by the shooter.
To every fireball hurled by the world.
Every small emotion hiding in trivial
happenings. Every nano-moment, a
sharp razor pierces itself on the baren
coarse mind.

And it turns blue. With a dark grey
shade, crouching like a tigress would.
This is the mind powering a pen.
Extracting words from emptiness.
Looking over its shoulder, to all the
verses echoing in life. To all the mild
hummings which only

portray the screams gone silent now.
Looking at the heart-wrenching cold
nights on the street. Looking at the life as
it once was.

'So beautiful!' It would exclaim!

Though it knew the way it had

dragged itself out here. With all the
wounds fired by the inhumane triggers.
And its petty coping mechanisms trying
in vain.
The body smiles and wanders but rarely a
mind can be seen. It's tinted colour and
wooden smell. Which changes as the new
shadow cast upon it.

Sometimes it becomes the most
ecstatic of all the realms. Bright neon
lights all over the space and millions of
stars illuminating the wild geography.
Rejoices, as though a new universe is
born. Vibrates robustly in its unconfined
space. As if the sun was gone haywire
and spinning with all the force it can
accumulate from tiniest of its hydrogen
atom.

Sometimes it goes deep. Oh so
deep! With every note vibrated out of a
string. Going up and down with every
stroke of the brush.To be an artist. To find
your tears on paper, mixed with the ink.
To have soul shaken right to its very core.
When you wake up to those 3am walls.
When winter emulsifies itself in summer.
Like an orgasm hitting with the overcast
sky.
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And it turns blue. With a dark grey shade,
crouching like a tigress would. S

But the scariest sound of mind, is'the one
when it's falling apart. When situations
poison your sacredness. When the worst
of humanity displays without slightest of
consent. With all the vivid colours
suddenly dimming down to grey. The
sunlight suddenly turned sepia. Second
hand slows down, as do the very
revolutions of earth. A billion pieces of
mind thrown across the scarred
memories. Whole 21 vyears of life
compressed in one tiny split flash.

This is the mind ruling my pen,
every time words scribble themselves
down the canvas. And | know this way of
life.

Without a hint of sleep for eternity.
With a silent blankness. Every face lurking
in memory, changing saturations and
shapes rapidly, sifting through sand
without ever reaching a countenance. Like
cold sunsets hovering like teardrops.
Suspended. Every pulsating light
regulating my heart beats. Eyes looking
beyond the horizon of a black hole, into
familiar emptiness. Cracked hearts
pumping furiously. Blasts of different
bright hues on my closed pupils. Every
single cell of my body gasping, devoid of
oxygen. Every nerve ablaze aimlessly.
Trying to explode from my pathetic self.

80s blunt digital music reverberating
against the glass walls. Storms pouring
down from the stars. Extreme ways
keeping the mind alive.

And with all this hopelessly
trapped inside the lightning migraines of
my tiny mind, | look at the Lord, deep in
the eyeball.

Does he even know my side of the
pen’?

I Sudhanshu Kulkarni
TE Computer
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| hated fiction right from the womb,
And pledged to shun it till the tomb,

Then | found a book full of magic,
About a boy whose birth itself was tragic;

Harry potter was his good name,
The lightning scar gave him immense fame.

Unexpectedly, | started believing in the
beautiful myth,
That there exists a new world beneath; @V

That of enchanting witches and wizards,
Wanting to buy new potions and wands;

Down the Diagon valley everyone goes,
Half-bloods, muggles, pure-bloods and more.

| felt the joy of imagination running through
my head,
And dreamt of miracles in my bed.

Oh no! There was a dilemma | went through,
Unfortunately the book had an end too.

Yet consistent was my voyage to the chamber
of mysteries,

Ready to live one more day in search of
angels and gypsies.

| never saw the pure wizards,
But trust me there are magic-lands;

For | meet pioneers of magic every day,
Blessed and enchanted homo-sapiens are
they.

They help me gleam in my life,
Guide my path to the light.

When hope seems to be nowhere.
These wizards help me achieve the rare.

These good folks come as masked angels,
To ensure that goodness prevails.

When you'll meet such people at the
crossroads,

Then will you discover the anti-muggle
blood.

So now my testimony be like, | like fantasies
right from the womb,
And was destined to love it till the tomb.

I Manali Kaswa
SE Computer
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Forgotten Virtues

Our I(a[gpsia

World doesn't give a bit,
When ideals chosen over belief.
They call you a misfit,

And you are struck with grief.

The pillar of truth is falling
And when you try to hold,
You hear warning and roaring,

Unwillingly you get sold.

Unbearable is the pain,
When you leave your fight.
Knowing efforts are vain,

Even when you are right.

Surrounded by pain and wrong,
You finally succumb to injuries.
Unless for an end to this song,
There will be griefs and worries.

I Prathamesh Kurunkar
FE Computer

F.R.I.LE.N.D.S made me understand how life
moves on and who we are.

Aren't we all:

Rosses(that's not even a word!) and Rachel’s
trying to find their lobsters.

Phoebe is psycho enough to understand how
harsh the reality of world is.

Joey is trying to do something we aren't good
at.

Monica is trying to make everything perfect in
our pretty tiny world.

And Chandler is trying to make jokes to please
people, while actually being uncomfortable
and socially awkward.

But, | guess it's a fact that Indian life is more
complicated.

Each one of us is living different lives with
different circumstances and situations. The
common part s,

We have given our happiness to something or
someone and we always try to run and hide
behind our numinous weaknesses.

We petrify when reality smashes a hand on
our face.

PS: I'll be there for you. Will I?

I Shubham Du’oey
BE E&TC
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Oh my...there was no need for this”, |
say looking at a bowl covered with a cloth in
front of me. Sweet aroma of freshly-baked
cookies wafts from it. “Don’t worry, this is
nothing!”, a kind, middle-aged lady cajoles
me. “Here are some Shrewsbury cookies,
fresh out of my trusty oven. Take it as a
housewarming gift!” She tips the bowl into
my hands.

| smile. “Thank you very much, Mrs
Kulkarni”, | gladly accept the gift. Mrs
Kulkarni smiles as she turns away. “Be sure
to call me if you’re stuck with anything,
alright?” She beams at me. | nod in
affirmation, waving her goodbye.

“These are so delicious. Thank you,
kind neighbour”, | mutter as | slip away the
cloth, uncovering the bowl. “l was so
hungry”. | bite into a cookie and set the
bowl on a nearby cardboard box. Moving in
had been rather rushed; | had arrived here
last night, had a short sleep and got down to
work early in the morning. It is almost noon
now, for my shadow is barely visible under
me as | walk into my cosy little sit-out. The
sit-out looks prettier than the other rooms,
courtesy of the flowers and ferns and my
prioritized attention towards it. At least |
had someplace to sit and breath in between
- this mess.

It is about 6 in the evening when | set
the last corrugated box aside with the empty
ones. | gaze at my sit-out, which was turning
orange as the sun set. Sure, | had to furnish my
study still but the sunset looked too striking to
be just left unadmired. | lock the apartment
and climb down the stairs to go for a walk.

The building that accommodated me
was a part of a society of many other
buildings. | meet many of my prospective
neighbours in the park, who are having a quick
stroll like me, entertaining their kids, or
relaxing on benches. The atmosphere seemed
quite lively and warm. After tiresome days and
sleepless nights spent in travelling to a new
city, frequent trips around the town; exploring
centres of basic amenities and learning to
communicate in a new language, this felt like
home.

My feet finally start to give in to the
fatigue of the day’s work. While | was looking
for a place to sit, | notice numerous row
houses that stretch for meters beyond me.
Every house gets the same space, yet it was
interesting to see how the respective owners
decide to decorate and maintain their given
space. The houses were packed close to one
another but there was an unusual gap between
two consecutive ones. Puzzled, | walk towards

the gap.



| had expected the space to be filled
with garbage and weeds but the scene is far
better than that. | see a small rectangular
patio, with a green lawn and irregular flat
stones embedded in it. The brick paved floor
beyond the grass had two marble benches
placed on the opposite sides of the floor. |
step onto the stones and follow them to
reach the patio. The benches are surrounded
and basically hidden by deep, verdant ferns
and bushes. I sit on the bench and stretch my
feet.

From my seat, | can see a fort
situated a top nearby hill, indigo hued
against the fading crimson of the sunset. The
building was advertised to be built on a
plateau, but | never had paid much attention
to it, until today. | look around me, the azure
of the hills turning darker by the minute. A
gush of cool wind coming from my right,
draws my attention in the direction. There is
a small dam, the water in its reservoir
reflecting last shades of orange amidst its
own royal blue. | can still see the ripples on
water, wondering how turbulent the water
would be there. There is greenery and farms
around it, below the hill where | am living.
The patio is suddenly illuminated by little
pillars having bulbs inside them. | close my

eyes and bask in the incandescent light and its
radiaxting warmth. It is so different from
where | came from. There are no buildings, no
vehicles, no traffic. | miss the bustling sound
of the city but | take in the sound of crickets
and birds around me. | open my eyes, with an
affirmation that | took the right decision,
choosing the sound of nature over sound of
the city.

In the following weeks, | spend most of
my quality time in the patio that | found and
which is now known as simply ‘The Place’. The
place isn’t simply a garden but quiet and
scenic place to sit and watch life pass by. We
hold a lot of gatherings there, kids love the
lawn and sometimes young couples occupy the
space; appreciating the nature together.
Everybody calls it ‘The Place’ now. It was
something that | didn’t want others to find it
out but it is as much theirs as it is mine. The
Place is never empty. It is always occupied by
children and adults likewise. Everyone seems
free from their stress.They are happy and
living in the present. The Place is where life
happens.

I Pooja Hiremath
FE Computer
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I°IT - The Year That Was

Eachyearinanacademicinstitution seems the same, yet they are so unique and different. AT I*|T, though the
activities and events seem to follow as night the day, these have been integral to the overall development of
the students to help them become good professionals and conscientious individuals who contribute to their
community. The year 2018-19 has seen a lot of academic and co-curricular as well as extra-curricular
activities.

Guest Lectures on Campus

To ensure that the students get the opportunity to various professionals who can help the students stay
updated as well as learn a lot more beyond the classrooms, I*IT regularly arranges Guest Lectures where
senior members from different professions are invited to interact with students.

Some of the important speakers were

>Narendra Goidani, Founder, Life School

>Nilesh More, Founder CEO-Trigya Technologies

>Dinanath Kholkar, Vice President TCS

>DrYogesh Shouche NCMR ,Pune

>Devashish Taknet, Teach For India

>Dr. Manpreet Singh Manna, Director (PMSSS & SWAYAM) In-charge Parliament Cell, AICTE, New Delhi

I?IT also hosted a number of Webcast that were aired by the regulatory authorities. These are focused
towards helping students cope with pressures as well as relate themselves to students from across the
country.

Events on Campus

The national level IEEE Women in Engineering Symposium 2018 was hosted at I’IT. Attended by Mrs Lila
Poonawala, Founder of the Lila Poonawala Foundation, Dr. Sivaji Chakravorti, Chairman, IEEE India Council,
Dinanath Kholkar, Chairman, IEEE Pune Section, the Symposium was meant to attract women scientists,
technocrats and engineers to rejoin the workforce.

The Late Shri Pralhad P. Chhabria Awards instituted in association with IEEE India Council, IEEE Pune
Section and WIE Support Group. IEEE Pune were announced. The Winner of the Awards were:

1. Dr. Soma Biswas for Best Woman Professional (In early career)

2.Ms Jayati Vargiya for Best Out-going Graduate Student (Final Year of Studies)

They won Rs.1,25,000 each, a medal and a citation.

The US. Consulate General Mumbai, Mr. Edgard Kagan and the Economic Specialit Ms Hina Rao visited the
campus, to pay homage to the Founder President of Hope Foundation and Research Centre, Late Shri
Pralhad P. Chhabria and to catch a glimpse of his contributions towards higher education and research.
“Workshop on Universal Human Values” was hosted by the Department of Applied Sciences & Engineering.

Inauguration of Center of Excellence in Geoinformatics at I?IT, Pune was done by Prof Venkatesh Raghavan,
one of the founding members of Open Source Geospatial Foundation (0SGeo).

The 3rd Shri Pralhad P. Chhabria Memorial Award to young entrepreneurs was presented to Sriram
Subramanian, Founder, Thotaka Technologies.




Social Responsibilities
I?IT Cultural Team presented, 'Dnyanacha Karyakram', a classic one-act play,

The first edition of the India Business Literature Festival co-founded by Sameer Dua - Best Selling Author,
Anurag Batra - Chairman & Editor in Chief of BW Business World, Aruna M Katara, President, Hope
Foundation and Research Centre was held at CoEP.

Supporting the relief work during the Kerala floods, the students, faculty members and staff members came
forward and contributed essential items like grains, pulses, blankets, bed sheets, pillow covers, diapers,
detergents, emergency medicines and non-perishable food items. Some also contributed in cash which was
sent to the Chief Minister's Relief Fund.

Extra-curricular Students’ Achievments

I2IT students have also been performing exceedingly well in inter-collegiate/university-level/ state level
competitions in Football, Yoga, Chess, Karate, and other events.




Department Achievements

Department of Electronics And Telecommunication Engineering

The department envisages inculcating research culture and innovative thought process by nurturing creativity
to become a source of solution providers for society. Over the years, the department has been grooming
students to take up the ever-growing challenges in the fields of Electronics and Telecommunication. The E&TC
department has achieved a few milestones in the last academic year.

Students’ Achievements

Karn Deep Ranjan has won Indian Sudoku Championship with 38" rank

Adarsh Agarwal attended AIT Tiger Leong International Innovation and Leadership Camp in AIT Thailand

Gaurav Soni achieved 2nd position in Intercollege sports, Table tennis in SPPU, Pune District zonal sports committee
Mayur Surkar participated in Intercollege sports,Yoga in SPPU, Pune District zonal sports committee

Parth Bandrewar, Satyaprakash Gaikwad, Govind Hoge won I2IT- Entrepreneurship Challenge Competition '19
Adarsh Agarwal presented his work on Blockchain in 8% International Conference ACCN'18, held in Paris

Shubham Dubey awarded with |[EEE Student Chair of the year for IEEE Pune Chapter

Shubham Dubey, Ankit Kumar, Rajat Yadav won first prize in Digital Round of SBIYono Quiz,Pune

Mayur Surkar participated at inter-collegiate Yoga Competitions and has now qualified to the

Pune District Level Competitions

Faculty Members' Achievements
Dr.V Rajesh Chowdhary has been granted two projects:
(i) Grant of 25.73 Lakhs from ASEAN-India Science & Technology for development of
"Near Real-Time Regional TEC Mapping at Low-Latitude ASEAN Region Using GNSS Stations”
(ii) Grant of 25.50 lakhs from Department of Science and Technology for developing
"Service Oriented Participatory Platform for Local SDI: Smart Civic Services for Second Tier Cities in Thailand and India”
Dr. Risil R. Chhatrala has published a book "Gait Based Human Identity Recognition” Lambert Academic Publishing,
Year 2018 ISBN: 978-613-9-93634-2 and he has been awarded Ph.D in January 2019
Dr.V Rajesh Chowdhary has got best poster award in FOSS4G Asia 2018 at Moratuwa, Sri Lanka, 2nd-5th December 2018.

> Dr.S M Mahalakshmi Naidu has been appointed as Editorial Board Member in SCIREA Journal of Electrics, Electrical,

y

and Communication.
Prof. Varsha Degaonkar has been recognised as Post Graduate Teacher of SPPU,Pune with effect from June 5, 2018.

In 2018-19, the Department of E&TC hosted / participated in the following:

MOOCs- 19
Guest/Expert Lectures—g
Add on Courses — 5
Industry Visits — 5
Techathon - 1
Workshops Under ISETS - 8



Y

vV Vv

v

y

Department of Information Technology

The department envisages imparting quality education that will improve students’ abilities to apply computer
and communication technologies to develop effective Information Systems that suit the needs of industry
and society at large. Over the last few years, the Department of IT has been proactively associating with IT
companies so as to provide students with the opportunity to enhance their technical skills and thereby
improving their employment opportunities. In the AY 2018-19 the department has achieved a few milestones.

Students’ Achievements

Vamshikiran Moralwar won 1% Prize at Technical Event Word-O-Hunt held at Symbiosis,Pune
Rishikesh Nandurkar & Team were selected as a finalist for Smart India Hackathon 2019 under Transport Ministry
Pratul Trivedi & Team were among the Top 10 finalist in National Level IBM Hackathon held in 201g9.
Shivani Rajhance from won Gold Medal in Kick Boxing, Silver Medal in Thai boxing Championship
and was also awarded as a Referee in District Level Thai boxing
Ashish Dhone selected to attend Facebook Bountycon security Conference in Singapore organised by

Facebook & Google dated 30th & 315t March 2019

Faculty Members' Achievements

Department of IT received funding of Rs 1 Lac from SPPU under QIP (Quality Improvement Program)
Prof. Smita Wangikar received the best Paper Award for “Identity Based Broadcast Proxy on Conditional Re-Encryption”
Prof. Anand Bhosale was a member of a Local Inspection Committee,Pune

Dr. Ravi Patki worked as the Chairman for the subject "Software Modeling & Design” for SPPU,Pune

In 2018-19, the Department of IT hosted

Faculty Development Programs — 1
Events Under the ACM Student Chapter—3
Guest Lectures/Workshops/Value added Courses on Latest Technologies — 8
Events of Social & National Interest — 1 (Visit to Tribal School to Donate Stationery)
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Department of Computer Engineering

The department envisages nurturing and motivating students to become creative innovators, global
entrepreneurs & ethical professionals using latest technologies & high quality learning aids. The aim is to
develop well-rounded engineers who will become experts in the field of computer technologies and
contribute significantly to the industry and the society. Over the last few years, the Department of CE has
created an academic environment that fosters a high-quality learning and research environment for students.
In the AY 2018-19 the department has won many accolades.

Students’ Achievements

Priyanka Singh was awarded 3 Gold Medals through SPPU.

Saif Lakhani was selected to the HPAIR Harvard Conference 2019 in USA.

Allen Thomas was the winner of National Level "Entrepreneurship Challenge"

Yash Negi secured the 2™ place at the inter-collegiate competition of Web Mela

Yash Negi participated in the WAC 2018 What after College "Ethical Hacking" hosted by IIT Bombay
Fenil Mehta published an application on the Google Play Store - "Empty Folder Cleaner”

Arvind Renjan, Bhumika, Vaishnavi G, Yash Pathak filed for a Patent on 5% March 2019

Saif Lakhani and Team participated in the 12-hour National Level Hackathon held at Daimler, Chennai.
Rakshitha Shettigar and Team participated in final round of Smart India Hackathon, Phagwara, Punjab
Maithlee Inge & Ashwini Gote filed an IPR with diary number 4123/2019-CO/L in march 2019

Soham Banerjee from secured 851 Rank in GATE - 2019

Faculty Members' Achievements

Prof Prashant Gadakh published 2 books on "Principle of loT, Robotics and Automation Systems”
and “Principle of Network Security and Information Security”
Prof Ajitkumar Shitole published a book on ”“Design and Analysis of Algorithms”
8 papers have been published at various national and international conferences as well as scientific journals.
Prof. Dr. Sashikala Mishra was the reviewer at the cPGCON 2019 Conference and
International Journal of Political Science and Development Conference.
Dr. Sashikala Mishra received “Emerging Leader” Award from Venus International Foundation.
Prof. Shitole received Best Paper Award and Participation Certificate at International Conference in RSCOE, Pune

In 2018-19, the Department of Computer Engineering hosted

Patents Filed —1
Student Sponsorship received - 8
Faculty Development Programs — 4
MoUs signed — 2 (Fixea & Elixir)
Workshops/Value added Courses on Latest Technologies — 5
Industry Visits — 5

Faculty Published Books / Chapters - 2



Department of Applied Sciences & Engineering

The department aims to bridge the gap between school education and professional education by clearing
their basic concepts of engineering. To achieve this, the faculty members focus on building strong foundation
of the fundamentals of Mathematics, Sciences and Engineering and encourage students to develop
solution-driven thinking abilities. The students gain hands-on exposure to modern techniques and tools as
well. In the AY 2018-19 the department has won many accolades.

Students’ Achievements

> Sumit Jain, Vedant Shinde, Ritu Swain, Kamal Varma, Aditi Kanade won Third prize at the Barclays Tech Innovation
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= Akhilesh Khot won Second Prize in MINDSPARK'18 at COEP
> Anurag Sanghavi won Second Prize in MINDSPARK'18 at COEP
> Atharava Kulkarni won Second Prize in Technosav-webmela at International Institute of Information Technology

> Ritikesh Bhatt participated in Table Tennis Competition organized by Pune District Zonal Sports Committee

and won Second Runner Up Prize

> Nihal Pillai participated in Football Competition organised by ISBM MINERVA, 19 and won Runner up Prize

Faculty Members' Achievements

> Dr. Swati Kolet has filed patent on title

~,
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"Process for the chiral resolution of acetate to ® Alcohols employing Fusarium Proliferation.”

Dr. Sandeep Varpe has been awarded with Ph. D. in Physics from Savitribai Phule Pune University, Pune

In 2018-19, the Department of Applied Sciences & Engineering hosted

Faculty Development Programs - 14
Industry Visits - 2
Research Papers - 7



Students’ Committees
$IEEE IEEE Students Chapter

IEEE’s core purpose is to foster technological
innovation and excellence for the benefit of
humanity.

IEEE is the world’s largest technical professional
organization, is essential to the global technical
community and to technical professionals
everywhere, and be universally recognized for the
contributions of technology, of technical
professionals in improving global conditions.

Young Indians (Yi) is an integral part of the v Yl-c| Young Indlans
Confederation of Indian Industry (CII), a e e ]

non-government, not-for-profit, industry-led and
industry-managed organisation playing a proactive role ===
in India's development process. It's a leadership
program for a 360 degree development of individuals. n
Yi IPIT chapter seeks to integrate social responsibilities
with personality development. We collaborate with
various organizations to spread social awareness
amongst students and faculties. Working with these
organization helps develop inter personal skills required [
for a great career ahead. Moreover with support from
Yi Pune Chapter, we seek to introduce students to the 23

industrial and corporate world in the actual sense, giving them just the right exposure for their
future careers.

The aim is to develop self-confidence, teamwork,
managerial skills and leadership qualities in
students by organizing and participating in
different cultural activities.

The PIT cultural team has participated in many
prestigious drama competitions like Purushottam
Karandak and Firodia Karandak over last several
years. PIT cultural team has won the first prize in
the drama competition organized by SPPU in
2015.




< CESA
CESA The main focus is to develop technical, social and
managerial skills to nurture holistic development
in the students, to organize various guest
lectures, workshops, technical and social events
for the students.
CESA (Computer Engineering Student
Association) is a platform for Computer
Engineering students to showcase their
Technical, Social and Managerial Skills by
organising different workshops and events. It
also helps students develop Leadership qualities
and Teamwork capabilities.

ITSA conducts and hosts workshops, events,
expert lectures and social activities, raise funds
for genuine students who are creative and have
innovative ideas. We strive to nurture holistic
development in students and create a
platform that will support new projects and
innovative ideas.

The aim is to nurture holistic development in
students, involve students in activities that will
develop good teamwork qualities and leadership
skills, to promote enhancement of social,
managerial & technical skills of members, create
a environment that promotes creativity in form
of innovative ideas & projects. ISETS conducts
and hosts workshops, social events, expert
lectures and soft skills development activities.
ISETS also generates revenues for training,
workshops, supporting deserving students with
innovative ideas, for purchase of eIectronlc components, tools, ICs, kits required for hands-on.
We work to promote, encourage and co-ordinate student clubs & societies, while also providing
leisure learning & recreational opportunities to its members by conducting quality extracurricular
activities.




v ACM Students Chapter

Association of Computer Machinery (ACM) is the
world largest international body that comprises of
eScientists, Research Scholars and students who
create wide network and come together develop
something out of the box. There are numerous
research papers, manuscripts, conference
proceedings available online ACM Digital Library.
Once a student becomes a member of ACM family
he/she gets complete access to the Digital library. At
I2IT ACM Student Chapter, students organize
different guest lectures, seminars, competitions, poster and paper presentations, project
competitions, etc. This community helps students stay connected to the wide spread network of
research scholars.

@y Career Management Committee

This committee aims at career development and
guidance. It is dedicated to preparing students and
connecting them to appropriate opportunities. The
committee works towards specific strategies and
logistics to maximize the prospects for students. On
campus it provides complete assistance and support to
facilitate the recruitment process under the guidance of
the Training and Placement Department. The
committee members also actively participate in
placement drives and interact with professionals from
various corporates and sometimes obtain feedback -
that will help improve future processes. The CMC also arranges regular interactive sessions among
different departments. Being a part of this committee helps students gain exposure to the corporate
world through an applied, hands-on method, which in turn develops highly success-oriented graduates.

Public Relations

The mission of the PR committee is to inform and bring
awareness to the initiatives that are going on within
campus. The members are meant to help showcase
institution to guests and dignitaries on campus. The
committee also takes on the responsibility of being the
interface between freshman students and team on
campus. Additionally, the committee is meant to help
1 promote the other committees’ events and projects to
-+ ensure that the campus community is aware of the
excellent work being done. The PR committee is also
responsible for managing events on campus.
They manage events I|ke guest Iectures panel discussions, workshops, conferences, etc. It gives the
members a lot of exposure to the corporate world as well. Being a part of the committee helps students
not only build their confidence and their communications skills, but also sharpens their organizational and
professional skills.
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Yrpc Personality Development Committee

The intent is to help students enhance and
develop proper, professional personality of the
students.  The Personality Development Club
was established in 2017, with the goals of
developing the overall personality of the students
for their progress in all aspects of life. The club
focuses on skills such as public speaking and
presentation skills, which are highly required to
evolve academically and professionally.

4 Sports Committee

The Sports and Games Committee has been
formed with the objectives to develop physical
fitness by maintaining and  improving
characteristics such as speed, flexibility,muscular
strength, muscular endurance, aerobic and
anaerobic capacity. The aim is to develop physical
proficiency by attaining a certain level of skills, for
dynamic body movement and control in a
sporting situation. The committee also intends to
develop an understanding of the importance of
sports in the pursuit of a healthy and active
lifestyle at the College and beyond by providing

the opportunity to be inventive and creative in sporting activities. Finally, the team members

actively work towards promoting an awareness of and an ability to appreciate the aesthetic
qualities of sporting performance and movement.




From Left to Right -

Row 1 - Prof. Sarang Saoji, Rishabh Karmakar, Prof. Ashvini Kulkarni,
Prof. Vaidehi Banerjee, Dhirendra Pratap Singh.

Row 2 - Prof. Bailappa Bhovi, Dr. Bipin Nargide, Mangesh Virdhe, Nikita
Jadhav, Yamini lyengar, Dr. Vaishali Patil, Pearl Swaminathan, Shubham

Varma, Hulasi Khinvasara, Amit Kumar, Ajinkya Dharashive.

Aditi Rao, Akhilesh Das, Archan Nagbhidkar could not attend the shoot.



Copyright & Disclaimer

The information in this magazine is for information purposes only. IIT assumes no liability or responsibilty for any inaccurate,
delayed or incomplete information, nor for any actions taken in reliance thereon. The information contained about each individual,
event or organization has been provided by such individual event organizers or organization without verification by us.

The opinion expresed in each article is the opinion of its author and does not necessarily reflect the opinion of I2IT. Therefore, I2IT
carries no responsibility for the opinion expressed thereon.

Comments are welcome, but they should be on-topic and well expressed. Abusive, antisocial or off-topic comments will not be
entertained.

Any form of reproduction of any contents of this magazine without the written permission of the Editors is strictly prohibited.
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